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Safeguarding Policy and Procedures

Purpose

The primary function of the London Chess League (LCL) is to promote chess; however, it recognises
its responsibility towards the welfare of the children, young people and vulnerable adults attending
the events it organises.

It is the policy of the LCL to safeguard the welfare of all people attending its events from abuse,
which we define as any physical, sexual and/or emotional mistreatment and to ensuring its
safeguarding practice reflects statutory responsibilities and government guidance.

LCL recognises that
* The welfare and interests of children and young people are paramount in all circumstances
as enshrined in the Children Act 1989
» All children and vulnerable adults, regardless of age, gender, religion or beliefs, ethnicity,
disability, sexual orientation or identity, or socioeconomic background, have the right to
equal protection from all types of harm or abuse.

* Working in partnership with other agencies is necessary for the safeguarding of children.

The purpose of this policy is:
» To put in place safeguards for the protection of the children and vulnerable adults who
attend our events.
* To support our staff and volunteers by providing them with appropriate procedures and
guidance.
* Ensure that all children, young people and vulnerable adults have a positive and enjoyable
experience of chess in a safe and child centred environment

The LCL does not provide supervision of children or vulnerable adults during its events. This remains
the responsibility of parents and carers.

Children under the age of 8 must be accompanied by a parent. Older children under the age of 14
must be supervised by a parent or designated responsible adult (notified to the event organiser in
writing).

Parents who chose not to accompany their child must provide an emergency contact telephone
number to the event organiser.

Scope
The terms ‘child’, ‘children’ or ‘junior’ refers to all young people under the age of eighteen.

“Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children” is defined in Working Together 2018, a UK
government document, as
» protecting children from maltreatment
» preventing impairment of children’s health and development
» ensuring that children grow up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe
and effective care



» taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes.
The whole document can be downloaded from here.

For the purposes of this policy, “vulnerable adult” refers to someone over 18 years old who,
according to paragraph 42.1 of the Care Act 2014:

* has care and support needs

» is experiencing, or is at risk of, abuse or neglect

» as a result of their care and support needs is unable to protect himself or herself against
abuse or neglect or the risk of it.

This policy applies to all adults performing a role at LCL who:
» Have regular contact with children without their parents being present.
* Might be perceived by a child to be in a position of trust.
* This will include adults who regularly assist the children at tournaments, arbiters, and
volunteers.

External Compliance Requirements
The LCL safeguarding procedures must comply with the requirements of the

* English Chess Federation —Safeguarding Children Policy

Concerns and complaints about incidents at ECF events can be reported to the ECF’s safeguarding
team and recruitment of staff should follow the safe recruitment procedure herein.
The latest version can be downloaded from here.

Policy
The LCL seeks to safeguard the children and vulnerable adults who attend its events by:

» Appointing one Safeguarding Officer and one Deputy Safeguarding Officer. The named
persons are responsible for the implementation of this policy

» Adopting child protection best practice through procedures and a code of conduct for staff
and volunteers.

« Ensuring appropriate action is taken in the event of incidents/concerns of abuse
and support provided to the individual/s who raise or disclose the concern.

* Recruiting staff and volunteers safely (see ECF’s safe recruitment guidelines).

* Sharing information about concerns with agencies who need to know and involving
parents and children appropriately.

* Supporting our staff and volunteers through supervision, support, and training.

* Encouraging member clubs to adopt the ECF Safeguarding Policy or have a Safeguarding
Policy of their own.

This policy is implemented through

A. Terms of Reference for the LCL Safeguarding Officers
B. Procedure for Handling a Concern or Disclosure


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/65cb4349a7ded0000c79e4e1/Working_together_to_safeguard_children_2023_-_statutory_guidance.pdf
http://www.englishchess.org.uk/safeguarding-children-policy/
https://www.englishchess.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/07/Safeguarding-Children-Policy.pdf

which are available as appendices to this policy as well as through the external documents “Code of
Conduct” and “Complaints Procedure”.

Named Officers

[Include names and details]

Appendix A: Terms of Reference for the Safeguarding Officer

Pre-requisites:
The LCL Safeguarding Officers (both, the lead and deputy safeguarding officers) should

e have a working knowledge of current safeguarding principles and practice.
e Bein possession of an enhanced DBS check.

e Attend safeguarding training.

e Not be Safeguarding Officer of one of the clubs participating in the LCL.

Key responsibilities:
The LCL Safeguarding Officers are responsible for:

Providing information and support in safeguarding matters to the staff and volunteers
working at LCL events

Ensuring that everyone involved with the LCL has access to the Safeguarding

Policy and Procedures and the Code of Conduct and is aware of what they should

do if they have concerns about a child.

Keeping up to date with the ECF Safeguarding Policy as well as the ECF Safe Play Policy
If a complaint is made, following the Complaints Procedure to resolve the complaint.
Taking the lead on dealing with information that may constitute a child

protection concern or an allegation about a member of staff or volunteer. This
includes assessing and clarifying the information, and taking decisions where in
consultation with the committee, chair of the committee and statutory child
protection agencies as required. All information should be handled sensitively

and confidentially.

In case the allegations are against the Safeguarding Officer or the Safeguarding
Officer is not impartial, the deputy Safeguarding Officer is to take lead on dealing
with the matter.

Consult with, pass on information to and receive information from statutory child
protection agencies such as the local social care department and police. This
includes making formal referrals to those agencies if required.

Maintaining a register of alleged, actual, or threatened abuse including action taken and
securely storing any LCL safeguarding records



Appendix B: Procedure for Handling a Concern or Disclosure

C1. If you have reason to suspect that a child is being abused:

d Record your concerns using facts and observational detail.
. At the earliest opportunity, pass to the Safeguarding Officer, or, if the Safeguarding Officer is
not present, pass to the organiser at the event.

. Do not discuss the concern with anyone else.

C2. If a child tells you they are being abused:

° DO NOT PROMISE CONFIDENTIALITY.

i Allow the child to talk, but do not press or prompt for information.

. Provide reassurance, but do not pass judgement.

d Record the facts as told to you, using the child’s words and observational detail.

. At the earliest opportunity, pass to the Safeguarding Officer, or, if the Safeguarding Officer is

not present, pass to the organiser at the event
d Do not discuss the concern with anyone else.

C3. If you receive an allegation of abuse against an RJCC volunteer or coach:

. Record the facts as told to you.
. At the earliest opportunity, pass it to the Safeguarding Officer
. Do not discuss the concern with anyone else.

Overview of actions if you have concerns about the welfare of a child:

a) If the child in immediate danger or is injured
Contact the emergency services 999.

b) If there is concern about a child’s welfare, report the concern to the Safeguarding
officer who should contact local Children’s Social Care Services (Social Services) for
advice or to make a referral.

In case the Safeguarding Officer is not present/available, any individual can do this, 24
hours/day, it does not have to be the Safeguarding Officer.

Parents/guardians should be informed, unless this may put the child at risk of harm.
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